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Emotions run high during Reodica
inquest

CTV.ca News Staff

It was an emotional scene at coroner's
court Friday during the inquest into the
police shooting death of teenager Jeffrey
Reodica as Det. Cost. Dan Belanger
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Jeffrey Reodica is seen in recounted the experience of pulling the
this undated handout trigger and broke into tears.
family photo.

Outside court the teen's mother was also
emotional.

"I don't believe that's the only way," Flora Reodica said. "He could have
shot his feet, he didn't have to kill him."

Belanger told the inquest that when he first approached Reodica, the
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teen had a rock in his hand. o

@1 CTV Toronto: Desmond Brown at the Reodica
The officers told Reodica to drop the rock, inquest 1:58

and the teen complied. That's when
Belanger and Det. Allen Love tried to
handcuff Reodica and noticed he had a
knife.
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swinging the knife. Det. Cst. Dan Belanger
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recounted Friday morning.
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Belanger said Reodica "made contact with"
his left inner thigh. Belanger then drew his
firearm while he said Reodica was

swinging the knife towards Love. At this
point Belanger says he shot the teen three
times.

"This time he fell to the ground,” Belanger

said before breaking down into tears. A V&
recess was calleq in .court to allow “It's pretty evident that it
Belanger to regain his composure. doesn’t seem genuine at

) . all, I mean if you watch his
The family became incensed when eyes, watch the movement

Belanger said he had no alternative but to of his body, his gestures
shoot Reodica. that he’s making, it doesn’t

seem genuine at all,” Joel

Outside the court, Reodica's father Reodica said.
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shouted at the police officers while they stayed inside the building's
lobby.

"They should know how to de-escalate the situation,” sister Robyn
Reodica said. "They should be trained to know how to handle
teenagers."

Friday's testimony is a version of events from the May 2004 evening
that the Reodica family rejects. They said Belanger's emotion was
merely an act.

"It doesn't seem genuine to me," brother Joel Reodica said outside the
courtroom Wednesday morning. "lt's pretty evident that it doesn't
seem genuine at all, I mean if you watch his eyes, watch the
movement of his body, his gestures that he's making, it doesn't seem
genuine at all."

During testimony the court heard how the officers tried to subdue
Reodica by kneeling on his back and shoulder.

Reodica family lawyer Barry Swadron asserts there are inconsistencies
in Belanger's version of events.

"How does one 17 -year -old with two cops, one of whom has a knee on
his back, a knee on his shoulder, the other cop comes to help him and
with all of that weight ... how does he push himself up with one hand,"
Barry Swadron asked. "How does he get that knife open with one hand ?

The Special Investigations Unit (SIU) cleared Belanger in the shooting,
saying he was justified in pulling the trigger because Reodica was
armed with a knife.

Reodica's family has never accepted that conclusion. They believe
Reodica is an innocent victim of excessive police force, and they want
his name cleared.

The family has waited more than two years to hear testimony from the
officers involved in the altercation.

Swadron is expected to begin cross -examination of Belanger on
Tuesday.

The events behind the shooting

A day before Reodica was shot, a racially motivated argument erupted
at a basketball court between a two groups of Filipino and white teens.

One of Reodica's friends has said the white teens asked to join the
game and then walked off with the ball yelling racial slurs.

A fight broke out, leaving one of Reodica's friends missing his two front
teeth.

The next day, Reodica joined a large group of friends to seek revenge.
After spotting the other kids they gave chase from a schoolyard and
through a residential neighbourhood.

Belanger and Love were the first officers on the scene. They came in an
unmarked police cruiser and were in plain clothes.

One of Reodica's friends said he thought the men were relatives of the
white teens they were after.

The SIU ruled the officers did identify themselves and did not draw
their guns right away.

Reodica struggled and fought back when Belanger tried to handcuff
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him, another friend has said.

During the takedown, Belanger thought he had been struck in the leg
with a knife and yelled the teen was armed. He then stepped back and
fired the three shots.

A witness who called 911 said they saw Reodica pull something from
his pocket.

The slain teen's friend told the inquest earlier this month a knife
recovered by police at the scene did belong to Reodica, although he
didn't see him with it the day of the incident.

Love performed CPRon Reodica, who was taken to Sunnybrook
Hospital. The teen died three days later.

With a report from CTV's Desmond Brown
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