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Officer  `froze'  at  sight  of
Reodica's  knife

Detective  says  he  doesn't  know
why  he  didn't  draw  own  gun
First  witness  at  Reodica  probe  to
say  teen  had  weapon

Jun. 23, 2006. 05:43 AM

ISABEL TEOTONIO

STAFF REPORTER

A Toronto police officer did not draw his
weapon when he saw Jeffrey Reodica
swing at him with a knife because he
"froze up" just moments before the teen
was fatally shot by his partner, a
coroner's inquest heard yesterday.

Det. Const. Allen Love explained that for
the past two years he has wondered why
he didn't reach for his gun to protect
himself the way his partner, Det. Const.
Dan Belanger, did. And to this date, he
hasn't come up with a clear answer.

"I have no idea why I didn't (reach for my gun)," Love told a juror, who
posed the question at the end of the officer's third day on the witness
stand. "I see this knife coming at me and I've never had a knife come so
close to me. I froze up for a few seconds.

"I don't know why I didn't go for my weapon. I've never been able to
figure that out."

It was one of the few questions Love couldn't answer about the events of
May 21, 2004.

On that day, Belanger and Love were in plainclothes and in an unmarked
car when they responded to calls of a fight between two groups of teens 
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— one white, the other mostly Filipino — near Lawrence Ave. E. and
Bellamy Rd.

Love told the five-person jury that Belanger approached Reodica and
ordered him to drop a rock he was carrying. The 17-year-old complied,
but Love said he did not follow Belanger's orders to turn around or get
on the ground.

A struggle ensued between Belanger and Reodica, which quickly ended up
on the ground. Love joined the fray to help handcuff Reodica, but said
the teen broke free of their grip and swung at Belanger in a roundhouse
motion. Love recalled spotting a blade in Reodica's hand — about six
inches from his face, neck and torso — and hearing his partner yell,
"Knife, knife," or, "He has a knife."

Love said he jumped back and heard three shots ring out. It was only
after Reodica was on the ground that he realized Belanger had shot him.
The teen was shot three times in the back and died three days later.

"On that day Officer Belanger saved my life," said Love, making him the
first eyewitness to testify Reodica had a knife in his hand when shot.

Amid conflicting eyewitness accounts, the Special Investigations Unit
determined the shooting was justified and concluded Reodica struck out
at Belanger with a knife. A knife with a black handle was found at the
scene, but no fingerprints were found on the knife.

The inquest resumes today.
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